‘A ribbon of countryside in London’

The Wandle rises in Waddon in the
Borough of Croydon and Carshalton
in the Borough of Sutton. It flows for
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shorter tail, typical of all Vole species. Its diet consists
solely of waterside vegetation. Once common along the
Wandle, plans are afoot to re-introduce the animal to
stretches of the river where habitat is suitable. But,
keep a look out... he may be here already!

Stickleback

The three-spined Stickleback or ‘Tiddler’ is very
common in the Wandle especially in the slower runs.
Sticklebacks are the only British species to build a nest.

Brown | rout

Over three hundred years ago Isaak Valton, who wrote
“The Compleat Angler’, often fished the Vandle; well known
for its specimen trout. Then gradually, industrial pollution
'muddied the waters’ and the river declined. In recent years
water quality has steadily improved, assisted by regular clean

In spring, the male, in breeding finery of red and silver, ups’ by enthusiastic volunteers.

constructs a barrel-shaped nest from pieces of dead Trout are returning, as yet in small numbers. Along with

vegetation and entices females to enter and lay eggs. other initiatives;a project for local schools to rear trout fry The Brown Rat has a typical pointed 'rat face',

Upon hatching, the male vigorously guards the young in the classroom for stocking the Wandle will help. Sea prominent ears and a long tail. Like the Water Vole he is

sticklebacks until they can fend for themselves. Trout may also swim upriver from the Thames and breed. an excellent swimmer, digs burrows and breeds along the

river bank. Regarded as a pest, the rat will eat anything.



