River Wandle In Merton
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Historic mills of the Wandle

Once upon a time The Wandle was
a peaceful chalk stream in open
country, meandering past grand
estates and pretty villages. Its fast
flow, however, was ideal for
watermills, which developed
throughout its 12 mile length, and by
the nineteenth century it had
become one the hardest worked
rivers in the country.

The Merton stretch of the Wandle
is particularly rich in history, not just
for its industrial past, but in its
connections with famous people
who lived hereabouts, and its
importance as the site of Merton
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Merton Mills

In Wandle Bank, beside Wandle Park, the buildings of ‘Merton

Mills’ still stand, though now they

have been converted into

flats. For centuries there was a large corn mill on this site, but it

was latterly taken over by Conno
who specialised in seating for qua
Jaguar. Nothing remains of the mi
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ity cars such as Rolls and

| wheels, but you can still see

the ‘mill-race’ — the sloping bed of the river which channelled

ills/Chapter .m“l-"f: . o
s £ E— Priory,one of the greatest monastic the water to them.
ol g, establishments of medieval times.
N T
Morden 5 - —
Hall Park}_:_\ m olg
/"g;' /T miink I I
- il 2 s ';ItCha Mitcham Wandlé . / rh P:::Ii:hed f)y:WV;/fnsdleo\r/alley Festival
g/'lcatign -‘-.-:@1:_# 7] Tramlink .Station Valley V\v & Ji ;es?gnc:ljt)r';a?han SPleml:Ir:-Oxx av e n S u I
Ravensbury Park ..,1?:-_ / .H = Festival V FOA dLL T?xt: Joh.n Hawks '
\ LOTTERY FUNDED L o ateon and D Saxy
W\ e Situated next to Ravensbury Park
Wande \gpd on Morden Road where it crosses
wetgnd iﬁ?}' o Wetland . .
b the Wandle, this is a modest
..,,: i ,1*':’:*":’ “==F __ Hackbridge . . . . .
FNRT KL saen looking building, but inside there
Bedeington Pk are two spectacular water wheels
Wilderness Island f} & .'r k r (Café) o ofle
Nature Reserve :.’; ‘,-IE_{._. ,«’“f ; \ Xﬁﬂd'e WhICh Were used for SnUff mllllng.
T N . & It is hoped these will one day be
Carshalton Station -'Hl' ::lr:..;.- "é.x,:-,: - 3 .'.::'- _ R ."-':’r :A'F—“' . . . . . . . . .
Corshatton House eater Tower i D\ A A2 % G There are eight historic buildings, including one of the restored, and the building become
sucon Exsogy Conre — SRR T ot Carow aro ne, country’s finest waterwheels, now in working order the home of the Wandle
Honeywood / T pari Contre e Waiand e 5 Ind ia| M
Carshatsozeum SR S wch and used to power a potter’s wheel. The wheel was ndustrial Museum.
I | Woodcote

Carshalton Park Grotto/

used to drive spools that rinsed gum from the silk after
the printing process. You can still see the original
rinsing spools in the Wheelhouse (lllustrated).
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Merton

Abbey
Mills

Now a popular market and
visitor centre, Merton
Abbey Mills was reborn in
1989 out of the derelict
Liberty silk printing works.
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Either side of Morden Hall Park the Wandle flows through
two beautiful stretches, both National Trust property -
Watermeads (a nature reserve) and Bunce’s Meadow, once
full of dirty factories but now completely reclaimed by
Mother Nature. This is the home of the Deen City Farm,
one of the best of its kind in the country.

The medieval Colour House is now a theatre, and the other
buildings of the printworks have been converted into shops,
studios, restaurants, and ‘The William Morris’, one of the only
truly riverside pubs on the Wandle.



